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Discover Tenkara
www.discovertenkara.co.uk
Tenkara is a traditional Japanese fishing method, using a rod, fixed line and artificial fly. Tenkara
originated amongst mountain dwelling peasants as a method of harvesting fish from mountain
streams. Tenkara presents the modern day angler with a unrivalled opportunity to test their pure fly
fishing and presentation skills without the luxury of extensive fly collections, reels and many of the
gadgets that make life easier for more conventional methods.

All back issues are now available to download for free at www.issuu.com just enter The Flyfisher Magazine into the search bar and all the
magazines will come up.
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Memories in a Spot Light by Mark Usyk
The one thing that a slow and dragging winter can do for you more than giving you ample time to sit at your fly bench and tie all kinds of stuff
to fill your fly boxes that you’ll most likely never use, would be to give you plenty of time to remember warmer days and better fishing. I’ve
come to terms with the fact that this is winter in Upstate NY, that it is what it is as the saying goes. There’s open water around here that I can
fish, but the chances of the flows being low and clear and not high and blown out during the short windows of opportunity I find to hit them
are slim, and usually not in my favor. I made my peace with it after driving west two weekends ago and seeing first-hand the miles and miles
of open streams and waters on the far left side of the state where you can swing a fly rod for trout and steelhead or pike and musky all
winter. But three hours this direction, still waters are all frozen over and there’s only a couple creeks open for catch and release trout during
the winter. Pike and musky can be found in a couple frigid moving waters, but the majority are pulled through the ice.
I know holes in the ice are an option, but it’s never come to that for me. I went out on the hard water once early this winter at the invite of my
buddy Josh Kelly and I’ll concede to having had a good time. I didn’t even fish and I had a fine day out there walking from hole to hole,
chasing flags, watching Josh wrangle a slimy pickerel now and then. Walking off the ice at the end of the day pulling a sled I figured it was as
good of a way of passing the time on a beautiful winter day as I could’ve had without a fly rod. But it was the only time I was on the ice this
winter. A couple weeks later I stood in the West Canada Creek, a fly line slashing the cold biting air and my toes screaming for mercy. I’ll
admit that at least on the ice my toes didn’t lose their feeling, and then gain back the only feeling they could muster, which was something
between a burning sensation and the feeling of being smashed with a hammer. But there’s just something about a river that, well, you either
get it or you don’t, and I’ll never be able to explain it well enough to make anyone feel it. If you don’t get it, I don’t think anyone can make you
get it. That’s probably the only time fishing has anything in common with politics.

But, like I was saying, winter seems to bring out the memories of warmer days and fish from the past, better than the days when you’re able
to wet wade in shorts and old sneakers chucking deer hair poppers to bass from the cattails. And the older I get, the more I hold onto those
memories, those old stories that at the time weren’t stories, but were just another moment in the present, destined to become the past
eventually. I might not be able to remember what I ate for breakfast four hours ago, but I can remember a moment with a fish or a piece of
water like it just happened yesterday on demand, like knowing old movies word for word for no real reason, something that drives my wife
crazy.
Sometimes whatever it is that happened, or wherever you were was just another day on the water that was good enough to make you
remember it and think yea, that was nice spot. Why didn’t I ever go back there? But then there are those things that happen, whether big or
small that are immediately engrained in your head, and even as they happen, even though they had no effect on the world, they had some
kind of lasting impression on you.
I lived in the Florida Pan Handle for eight years give or take, and on one of my visits home one summer during my USAF days my brother
Luke and I decided to go nose around a stream that was the outlet of an old reservoir, a popular place for high school kids to trespass,
whether it be to fish or to go drink and be small town outlaws. When I’d been in high school my buddy Joe and I had spent many summer
days bumming around the small lake or big pond, whatever you might decide it was, tossing soft plastic baits and little Rapalas on spinning
rods at largemouths. We were long haired rocker kids, escaping parents and authority the best way we knew how, smoking Marlboros and
quietly exploring a place posted signs told us we weren’t allowed.
We never got run out, and I have to believe that whoever owned the property knew people fished there all the time by the beaten dirt path
from the road down the steep incline leading into the bottom of a deep bowl full of water. I’d never do it today, because I n ow have a respect
for other people’s property and an equal fear of being a father who would have to explain to my children after being picked up at the police
station that they should do as I say, not as I do. It seems that I’ve grown responsible, dare I say slightly wiser as I’ve gotten older. All be it
with an apparent lack of adventure that can accompany the two if allowed. I’m not saying I’m not adventurous anymore, just that when I
choose my adventures, they’re more based on possible outcomes these days than they used to be.

When Luke and I drove over to bum around the stream we took a quick look from the road down to the pond and he told me that while I was
gone, some kids had been hanging out on the road that was actually a bridge over the outlet stream. Joe and I had always used the huge
culvert, one big enough to drive a truck through, to quietly sneak to the pond unseen and it sounded like it had become a party spot.
Apparently the kids were hanging out, doing stuff that kids do but aren’t supposed to do, and one of them sitting on the wall up top took a
header to the shallow rocky stream far below, which led to police, fireman, paramedics, and eventually the cracking down of the idea that the
area was indeed posted.
Fortunately, while the pond was surrounded by posted signs, the stream flowing out wasn’t and so just like Joe and I had done so many
times as teenagers, Luke and I decided to kick off our sneakers, roll up our jeans, and follow the stream to see if we couldn’t fool a couple
bass, or at least a creek chub or two.
The stream lost elevation quickly, which was cool because it did it over several small waterfalls and shelves in a short distance. It didn’t have
much for big fish in that section, but it was quiet and pretty, and even though on a map it was flanked by a country road on either side, once
you were down in there you’d never know it. That was one of the reasons Joe and I had liked it. It only took walking off his front porch, across
a two lane black top, and a push through pricker bushes to get to it and feel like you’d left everything else behind. Which of course is all any
teenage boy with long hair and a Metallica t-shirt wants to do in the first place.
Luke and I were standing on the upstream side of a small but very deep pool, one we’d always pulled decent bass for such a sm all stream
out of, and he was telling me how the high school kids would use it as a swimming hole, and that he’d jumped into it from the boulders we
were standing on and struggled to touch the bottom. I’d never swam in it, it was only about eight feet wide and even less than that long, but
knew it was deep. While we were standing there talking about how dark the hole was and how small but deep it was, how the kids would
come downstream to this spot when the bridge up top was under a microscope, suddenly an image appeared deep down in the black water.
Two fish, bronze scales catching sunlight like two actors enveloped by a spot light on an otherwise pitch black stage, were caught in a
moment of pure survival of the fittest right before our eyes. The larger fish stood straight up, vertically, seeming to stand and spin in place on
an invisible floor, the smaller fish was also straight and vertical, only standing on its head, which wasn’t visible because it was in the mouth of
the bigger one. The one doing the eating was a smallmouth; I can see the bronze thrashing and gulping during the struggle as if it were
happening right now even though it was probably twenty years ago. The smaller fish being eaten wasn’t recognizable then and still isn’t now.
To say today that it was a creek chub or a smaller bass would be nothing more than a guess flung at the past and would foul the whole
memory, so I’ll just say it was the one on the unlucky end of the encounter and leave it at that. Another fish shape, a skinny flash of gold
flitted in and out of the scene twice off to the side, either another excited predator looking for an opportunity, or more prey looking for an
escape during the chaos in the pool.
It’s the type of scene that you can’t un-see, and if you’re lucky enough to be standing there at the right place and the right time to witness it,
you can only hope that you’re lucky enough to hold onto it when you’re mind becomes old and cloudy. If for no other reason, because you
remember the same sun that illuminated the fish in the dark cool water feeling warm on the back of your neck, feeling alive, happy to be
there.

Glenda Powell Guiding & Blackwater Salmon Fishery

The Promise of Spring
Fly Fishing Shows & Fairs
Current Weather/River Conditions
Spring has come suddenly, bringing the sunshine and the rain. The sweet yellow daffodils remind us of joy. The shackles of winter have
been broken. With this comes freedom to get out, to cast a fly, and breath the crisp fresh air. The promise of Spring is here.
The weather in Ireland has been very wet and windy for the past two weeks. The River Blackwater has been unfishable this week, and
the river is still very high at the moment with the gauge at Ballyduff Bridge reading 1.88m but dropping. The weather forecast for the coming
week is mixed and changeable with rain at times, but drier and brighter interludes also. Continuing relatively mild, with a risk of windy
weather also.
Congratulations to Noel Fitzmaurice who caught our first fish in February. Noel caught and released this beautiful, sea-liced fish on the fly in
high water.
The Skagit Course on 4th February was a great success. We have cleared some of the bramble bushes on the banks to make fishing the fly
from the bank easier in high water.
The Beginners Spey Casting Course on 25th March is full, as is the Improvers Spey Casting course on the 8th April.
I have two remaining places on the Low Water Salmon Fishing course on Saturday 27th May. This course is not suitable for beginners. This
course will focus on techniques for low water such as; stripping micro trebles and large flies, nymphing for salmon and furrowing flies. Cost
is €150 including fishing and lunch. Maximum 6 participants and please contact me if you are interested in this course.
I am available for individual or group lessons/guiding at all other times.
Today while driving along the flooded valley near Lismore, we noticed a magpie flying with a stick so long that it looked like she should have
been in a circus, balancing herself on a tight rope. The sun was shining and we laughed.
''It was such a Spring day as breathes into a man an ineffable yearning, a painful sweetness, a longing that makes him stand motionless,
looking at the leaves or grass, and fling out his arms to embrace he knows not what.'' Words by John Galsworthy.
We look forward to seeing you soon.
Sláinte an bhradáin (Health of the Salmon Upon You)
Glenda
00353 (0) 872351260
glenda@glendapowellguiding.com
http://blackwatersalmonfishery.com/
http://glendapowellguiding.com/

Fly Fishing Shows & Fairs
It is a great privilege for us to attend these
shows and fairs around the world.
It is truly wonderful to meet so many likeminded people, and let's face it, only a small
percentage of the world’s population would
understand why we enjoy being by a river/lake
all day, watching and waiting for the perfect
time to go fishing. Or how we could have
countless conversations about the thousands
of different ways to fish a fly, never mind dress
one.
We have attended 3 shows in the past two
weeks, in Dublin, Austria and France.
Dublin Angling Ireland Expo
Austria Die Hohe Jagd & Fischerei
France Salon International de la Mouche
Artificielle
It was wonderful to meet our old friends at
these shows and I apologise that I could not
attend the Dublin Show this year. Noel, Anna
and Ian told me that it was a wonderful show
again this year.
It was great to meet so many new people too and for you, welcome to your first newsletter and I hope to see you in Ireland soon.
My next show will be in Germany near Munich on 1st and 2nd April at the EWF show. I will be organising a fun woman's competition, free
tuition over the two days for women, and I will be demonstrating fly casting on the casting pool both days with the help of my daughter Anna.
Many thanks goes to the organisers of these shows, for their hard work, and long evenings that they endure, to make each one a success for
all of us to enjoy.
These shows are truly a celebration of our sport.
https://www.facebook.com/Erlebniswelt.Fliegenfischen/
http://www.maramedia.ie/irish-angling-expo
http://www.fischereimesse.at/en/Home/
http://www.sanama.fr/
http://www.irishgamefair.com/
http://www.irishflyfair.com/
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The River Blackwater is still high
but dropping with some more
settled weather coming for the rest
of the week.
This photograph shows the river at
its highest on Saturday 4th March
when she peaked at 3.24m certainly the highest she has been
all year.
We look forward to seeing you
soon.

Sue Farley | Luxury Travel Specialist
NZ Travel Brokers – Golden Bay
Mobile 64 21 555 836 (NZDT = UTC + 13hrs)
Email sue@nztravelbrokers.co.nz
Web www.5starnewzealand.com
www.newzealandfishinglodges.co.nz
www.travelgallery.co.nz

Late Summer Fly Fishing Options in New Zealand
March and April offer some excellent fly fishing. As the weather cools and the air clears the rivers take on a life of their own. And so do the
trout.
Take advantage of this beautiful time to enjoy some of the best fly fishing for trout that you'll find anywhere in the world.
We work with 30 fishing and luxury lodges in New Zealand. We have just what you are looking for.

Poronui
High in wilderness country to the south-east of Lake Taupo, Poronui is
one of New Zealand’s most well-known fishing lodges, and is rated one
of the top 10 fishing lodges in the world by Forbes magazine. A
favourite of passionate fishermen for its excellent brown and rainbow
trout opportunities, it also attracts a lot of sporting hunters, and is a
recognised wilderness retreat as well.
There are three accommodation options – the main Poronui Lodge is a
world-class wilderness sporting lodge with just 7 adjoining cabins
overlooking the Taharua Valley. Described as a ‘purpose-built facility
designed to meet the needs of the discerning angler’, it includes a shared
dining table and lounge room with open fires and well-stocked bookcases.
The rustic-luxe Safari Camp, on the banks of the Mohaka River, has
beautifully appointed canvas-roofed and walled cabins where you can really
get a feel for the wilderness surrounding you without compromising on
comfort. And Blake House is a stately owner’s residence available for
exclusive use; it can accommodate up to 16 people in four double suites and
two luxury bunkrooms.

The property covers 16,000 acres of wilderness
including dense native beech forests, grasslands and
manuka. There are 240km (150 mi) of hiking and riding
tracks along the way. The Mohaka and Taharua Rivers
tumble through the landscape, and the surrounding
countryside has very high environmental and
ecological value. Poronui has a great working
relationship with local Maori – Ngati Tuwharetoa offer
an excellent opportunity to engage in the local
indigenous culture with their Kai Waho experiences.
There’s also horse riding, mountain biking, clay
shooting and hunting available.

The Accommodation:









the main Poronui Lodge overlooks the Taharua River and has 7 guest cabins; views are far-reaching
the cabins combine a rustic simplicity and luxurious edge, with their timber finish and natural fabrics
the Safari Camp is in the neighbouring Mohaka Valley; accommodation is in two sturdy, very comfortable wooden-floored chalets with
canvas walls and roofing
there’s a separate amenities chalet and a cooking cabin
Blake House is a large luxury retreat with 4 beautifully appointed suites, 2 extensive living spaces, 4 fireplaces, a well-appointed cook’s
kitchen, cigar room, media room, private sunrooms and 2 luxury bunkrooms
it is available for exclusive use and suits larger groups or families who want to stay together
this option is either self-catering, fully catered or a mix of the two

The Main Lodge:
Guests eat and socialise in the main lodge with its
big open fires and shared table
A large balcony overlooks the Taharua River
The Stables, near the main lodge, is a sports
complex and working stable with a BBQ area, gym
and health facilities
There are also steam, sauna and massage rooms
and a full-sized billiard table
The lodge is well known for its excellent regional
cuisine; the resident chef prepares an excellent
menu with all food prepared in the lodge kitchen
The Stables underground wine cellar can hold over
10,000 bottles of fine wine and is often used to
host atmospheric dinners; wine tastings are
available
Beauty treatments and massages are available on
site and lodge staff can arrange day trips by
helicopter or road for wine tasting and sightseeing
in Hawkes Bay or nearby Taupo
Take riding lessons and guided horse treks over
the 200 kms of farm track
The Fishing:
Poronui was the site of some of the earliest trout releases into NZ
waters in the late 1800s
There is world-class brown and rainbow trout fishing on Poronui’s
40 kms (25 mi) of fishing rivers
Helicopters are available to reach the remote fishing spots and
rafts are also used to get to isolated rivers
You can camp out overnight at several remote fishing locations;
cook over an open fire and watch the stars
There’s a fully equipped fly-tying bench in the main lodge
Guided fishing is available – $NZ 760 per day for 1 – 2 people,
including all your gear, tackle, lunch and transport
Heli fishing is available for a further $NZ 800 – 3000 per day, in
addition to daily guide rate
Awards & Accolades:




Forbes have listed Poronui in their top 10 fishing destinations
in the world
recommended on Andrew Harper’s Hideaway Report 2016

Tariff:













rates in a Lodge Room include accommodation, all meals, house wine and beer, and same day laundry service
Mid-Season 15 March – 19 December 2016
double/twin $NZ 615.00 per person per day; single $NZ 815.00
High Season 20 Dec – 14 Mar 2017
double/twin $NZ 885.00 per person per day; single $NZ 1175.00
Mid-Season 15 March – 19 December 2017
double/twin $NZ 630.00 per person per day; single $NZ 835.00
prices for Blake House and Poronui’s summer Safari Camp are available on request
there are also 3, 4 and 7 night packages available in the mid-season; and fishing, heli-fishing and trophy hunting packages
Cancellation fees may apply
Currency converter available here

Season:



Poronui is open all year; the main trout fishing season runs October – April, but there is excellent fishing available year round

Email us for more information or to make a booking
Bookings:
We can confirm availability; get up-to-date pricing and a full quote to you overnight. We can then handle and complete your
booking for you with full personal service all the way through.
We can also help you with all your flights to and from New Zealand, your other travel and accommodation arrangements, transfers
to and from the lodge, and suggested itineraries for you to further explore this beautiful country.

Written submission from the Scottish Anglers National Association (SANA)
Introduction
SANA is recognised as the Governing Body for Game Angling in Scotland
We are a volunteer organisation representing Scottish Game Anglers. We are committed to growing and protecting our sport. We are funded
by membership subscriptions and a grant from Sportscotland.
We are an inclusive body that includes a number of affiliated organisations for youths, ladies and disabled anglers (SDFFA).
We are involved in a number of initiatives with young people e.g. Club Angling, Dynamic Youth, Cast Awards and the National Progression
Awards. Our volunteers work with schools, sports hubs and fisheries with the aim of introducing youngsters to fishing and to give anyone
interested the opportunity to try the sport. These projects are supported by our UKCC qualified coaches and SGAIC Instructors.
SANA are an enrolled organisation with Volunteer Scotland and offer guidance and support to members and clubs with Child Protection and
the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (PVG) legislation. We work closely with Children First and Sportscotland
SANA is committed to protecting game angling fish stocks and the right to enjoy our sport. We represent games angler’s issues and
concerns with a number of stakeholders through our Migratory and Non-Migratory Fish committees. These committees are actively involved
with a number of issues , details of which can be found on the news page. This includes being represented on the Governments Stakeholder
Reference Groups. We are working with a number of topics including e.g. Access rights and Invasive non-native species to name but a few.
This submission to the Scottish Government has been prepared by SANA’s Migratory Fish Committee.
While some game angling is dependent on stocking of waters with fish reared by the aquaculture industry, most game angling in Scotland
has quarry species that are wild fish, principally salmon, sea trout1 and brown trout. Our policy interest is that wild fish populations should
provide sustainable fisheries for recreation. To that end, the relevant parts of the Bill’s provisions are 1, 2 and 5.
Part One
Tension between angling and finfish farm aquaculture arises from their distinct interests. Anglers want abundant stocks of wild fish, as quarry
species from which they can take a harvest or exploit for recreational purposes, as “catch and release”, or both. Owners and employees of
freshwater fisheries depend on sustainable fisheries for their livelihoods. Additionally, there is a multiplier effect in other sectors whose output
is purchased by anglers, especially those visiting an area who are normally resident elsewhere.
From an angling perspective, lowest cost farm production of salmon imposes unacceptable burdens on the natural environment which
severely damage wild stocks of salmon and sea trout. Because farmers are not charged for their use of the environment and their impact on
wild stocks, their perspective must be quite different. Theirs is an industry that competes in world markets against other production sites,
which are also not charged for environmental impact. Nonetheless, salmon farms generate employment in rural areas and through their
purchases and through processing of the end product contribute to value added in other sectors of the economy as well as their own.
Therefore, there is a clear public interest in the continued development of environmentally sustainable aquaculture in Scotland which is as
valid as the public interest in sustaining wild fish populations.
The principal negative impact of fish farming is effects on the water environment, both in fresh water, where juvenile fish are produced, and
sea water, where fish are grown on to marketable size. The potential pollution burden at production sites is twofold, through water quality
(chemical pollution and decay of surplus food and faeces) and through providing an artificial habitat for parasites (eyefluke, tapeworm and
lice) whose population explosions impact on wild fish (salmon, sea trout and trout), particularly on juveniles. The concentration of farmed fish
also presents an opportunity for disease hotspots, as with other intensive farming.
Both freshwater and saltwater impacts could be avoided through use of closed production systems, i.e. fish farms separated from natural
freshwater and sea water.
By abstracting water and treating effluent, these problems would not exist.
However, such separation would not be lowest cost production systems.
The saltwater parasite element could be mitigated by rearing fish further offshore, beyond the region in which sea lice concentrations are
most likely to be in the routes for migrating smolts and returning adults. Such a move would also aid dispersal of effluent and seems likely to
reduce the cost of sea lice treatments. Again, such a solution is unlikely to represent a lowest cost production process.

The balance of public interest between conservation of wild fish and development of the aquaculture industry should be addressed through
regulation and, where justified, by financial support of the industry. Overall, the Bill is helpful to our objectives. However, the central purpose
should be to encourage the industry to “up its game”, through innovations that mitigate its impact on wild fish. The Bill addresses the
regulatory issues (making Farm Management Agreements obligatory and introducing a statutory Scottish Technical Standard for fish farm
equipment) but does not provide incentives for innovation by the industry.
To achieve fish farming companies’ improved environmental performance, we recommend that public support be provided for measures
which go beyond legal requirements, including those created by this Bill, and/or exceed costs met by equivalent operations in other
competitor countries. Closed containment of juvenile and adult fish would be an example of such innovation. Escaped farmed fish are an
additional issue. Farmed fish, which are poorly adapted for long term survival in freshwater and marine environments, can out-compete wild
fish in fresh water, in the short term, through sheer force of numbers and larger body size. Also, they can reduce fitness of the remaining
population through interbreeding, causing wild populations to decline and naturally selected genetic traits to be extinguished. Genetic
sterilisation of farmed fish through triploidy would eliminate interbreeding with wild fish, should escapes occur. Even better, closed
containment systems would avoid all of these problems.
From an angling perspective, preventing escapes of farmed fish, both juvenile and adult, is fundamental to minimising impacts on wild fish. A
statutory requirement to take remedial action following reporting of escapes to Marine Scotland has been omitted from the Bill.
Part Two
The balance of exploitation of migratory fish, as between the commercial fishery (nets) and the recreational fishery, is addressed by the Bill.
At issue is whether, or to what extent, netting (a primarily lethal fishery) is impacting on fragile stocks.
The general policy framework in the North Atlantic area is that stocks should be managed on a case by case basis and that multi-stock
fisheries are inimical to that process and should cease.
This concern was addressed by a Working Group, set up by the Scottish Government. Its recommendations focused on establishing the
means whereby multi-stock fisheries could be identified and assessments made of their impact on different stocks. SANA supports the
recommendation that there be a statutory process of arbitration which, amongst other things, would provide fair compensation for curtailment
of netting at certain times and/or places.
As drafted, the Bill omits that recommendation from the Group, viz. a statutory process of disputes resolution to deal with salmon
conservation, management and any related compensation issues. The Scottish Government response to this issue, raised in the pre-Bill
consultation, is: “The Scottish Government notes the mixed reaction to this proposal and will consider the issue as part of further work to
modernise management structures for salmon and freshwater fisheries.” On our reading, that statement does not amount to any rebuttal of
the case made for this measure in the Working Group’s report.
The recommendation arose from the need to have a process in place when the research on mixed stock fisheries has been completed. The
Bill, as drafted, provides for the assessments of fishery impacts to be undertaken but not for a process to take action arising from the results.
At Section 22, the Bill provides powers to Ministers to introduce and operate a system of carcass tagging for wild salmon. Whether or not this
applies to anglers as well as to nets men, SANA supports this measure. However, the provisions are permissive as to what information such
tags contain. We recommend that the Scottish Parliament amend this section to oblige individually numbered and recorded tags. Unnumbered tags would not enable verification of catch data, nor would it prevent illegal sales of fish from other parts of the United Kingdom
(where tags are numbered) or of fish caught by rod and line (sales of which are banned by the 2003 Act).
Part Five
A detail of the Bill that should be addressed is the possibility of rod licensing, created by the proposed powers on charging. The Bill does not
exclude rod licensing from the wide ranging powers to implement charging through secondary legislation. We understand that this was not
an intention of the drafting and would be grateful for a clear commitment that this is not a purpose of the Bill.
SANA supports the current method of funding District Salmon Fishery Boards and would oppose a direct levy on anglers by central
government. Such a levy would be a disincentive to participation in a healthy outdoor recreation which is second only to walking in Scotland.
Also, it could be expected to impact seriously on jobs and businesses which are dependent on the many visitors to Scotland whose principal
interest is angling.

The National Stillwater Bank Competition is open to anyone. It is fished over a number of heats with the top six anglers in the final have the
opportunity to fish for Scotland in the Stillwater Bank International. This event is open to any individual angler who meets the criteria to
represent their country. Dates and entry dates can be found here - Scottish National Stillwater Championships
Competition Entry Fee is £20, anglers can fish as many heats as they wish to secure qualification for semi final
All heats fishing costs will be £20 payable prior to commencement of heat
40% of participants will qualify from each heat to semi-final draw
Costs will be £25 for each semi-final and final
Rules, eligibility criteria are on the SANA website
After each heat remaining fisheries will be advised who has qualified to prevent pre-booking of venues
2017 International will be held at Kingennie Resort on 25th October 2017

HOW TO: Technique, Rigs, Drifting Teams + More from Buzzers

Better Use of Buzzers Fly Fishing

Possibly the most underestimated flies in the fly angler's armoury are the humble
Trout buzzer flies. The Trout buzzer imitates a midge in its nymph stage ready to
emerge into an adult midge. Starting life in muddy water as a bloodworm or
chironomide which is blood red in colour and changing into the midge as an adult.
When ready to emerge into a midge it ascends to the surface of the water. This is
when we use a Trout buzzer to imitate this stage of the midge's life. Using small Trout
buzzers does work as a natural buzzer pupa can be just a few millimetres long.
Believe it or not these little buzzers maybe just 5 to 8 mm long can account for huge
trout, the reason is simply they think they are eating something natural.

Fishing Techniques Using Trout buzzer
Buzzer feeding actually occurs 365 days per year!. With a weighted beadhead buzzer the Trout buzzer
will drop swiftly through the water however weight is not always the key, Sandy's Blank Buster Buzzers
with their ultra low thin profile sink rapidly because of the limited water resistance.
Fished in a different ways the Trout buzzer is a great trout fishing fly when grayling & trout are feeding on
buzzers / nymphs which the Trout buzzer mimics.
The Trout buzzer can be fished static in multiple different ways including, Bung or Thingamabobber, Trout buzzer team drifting and Trout
buzzer dry fly drifting or as it is also called using the Trout buzzer New Zealand style

Trout buzzer In A New Zealand Rig or Dry Fly Drifting
Using a larger buoyant fly in New Zealand they developed a fishing style where a fly like a
buzzer fly is tied to a tippet then attached to the hook bend of the large supporting trout dry
fly. This technique is superb when utilizing a highly buoyant fly like a heavy hackled
klinkhammer, a buoyant caddis or suspending the Trout buzzer using a foam fly.
My personal favourite is a caddis dry fly on rivers and trout stimulator on lakes. The Trout
buzzer can be used as part of a team at the depth fish are feeding to serch for Brown Trout.
On rivers and streams using a New Zealand rig with a Trout buzzer is superb as both the
Trout buzzer and the supporting buoyant dry fly act as lures and simultaneously present
flies at surface and underwater catching trout at all stages of feeding. The top dry fly also acts as an bite indicator for when the buzzer has
been taken.
Drifting A Trout buzzer With A Thingamabobber or Bung
The Trout buzzer can be used as part of a team of flies and drifted under a
Thingamabobber or a bung. Typically buzzers such as Trout buzzer and other buzzers in
different sizes or colours can be used. Using a buoyant team like this with Trout buzzer
works well on both reservoirs and particularly well on rivers.
On rivers using a Thingamabobber works well as it provides support and can act as a
superb indicator on turbulent or fast waters with the Thingamabobber moving with both
the wind and the current. Upstream mends can ensure that the drift is smooth or that the
team with the Trout buzzer can be held on riffles and creases in the stream.

This fly has really had
everyone talking!
Now back in stock!
It is likely to go fast, so get
yours quick!

As part of our special nymphs and shrimp range, this is a very special fly. In true homage to Frank Sawyer Sandy Dickson developed the
Chaddy 477.
This fly uses Semperfli Chadwicks 477 substitute which is the closest substitute of the original Chadwicks 477 material that we have found.
This is a really deadly fly!
CLICK HERE to get straight to see this fly and order.
Or scroll down for the tying guide!

Chaddy 477 Tying Guide - Step by Step
Sandys Chaddy 477 Fly Pattern Tying Materials
Hook:
Thread:
Rib:
Bead:
Legs:
Thorax:
Thorax Cover:
Wing:
Wing Post:
Wing Case:
Collar:
Hackle:
Tail:

Grub Hook Size 12 to 18
Semperfli Nano Silk Ultra 30D 18/0 Olive
Ultrafine 0.1mm Body Wire Thin Copper
None
None
None
None
None
None
None
None
Hares Ear Dubbed
None

Body:

Semperfli Chadwicks 477 Substitute optional Lead Wire
for weighted version of the fly

Buy Barbless Sawyer Chaddy 477 Killer Bug

Sandys Chaddy 477 Pattern Step By Step Tying Difficulty 2/5

Wind on your Nano Silk giving a base layer across the
hook and back to the middle of the bend of the hook

Tie In the wire to form the ribbing. If you are wanting a
weighed fly add the weighted lead strip to the body
forming a "bulge" for form the body. Take the Nano Silk
thread to the bend of the hook

Tie in the Chadwicks 477 substitute to the bend of the
hook and wind the Nano Silk back to the eye of the
hook.

Wind the Chadwicks 477 substitute to the eye of the
hook and back down the body. You can return part the
way (half) up and down the hook to complete the bulge
of the body of the Hare Lug fly. Tie off with Nano Silk
and trim the excess.

In open turns in wind the wire forward to the eye of the
hoo. Tie off and break off the excess wire. Don't use
scissors as it leaves a sharp edge, simply move the wire
back and forwards and it will snap.

Either wind the hares ear dubbing or split the Nano Silk
and twist in the hares ear dubbing. Twist the dubbing
around the eye to form the buggy hackle.

Your fly is finished, simply deadly!
Tight lines!

Fishing Reports

Tel/Fax 01877 385664
www.menteith-fisheries.co.uk
Lake of Menteith
Pre-season Report 14/3/16
6ft Water Temperature 4.5 C , Clarity (Secchi disc) 3.1m

The 2017 season opened on Saturday 18th March in a wee heaven sent weather window. The fishery highlighted the accessibility of boat
fishing for the Young and also for the Young at heart. In recognition of our most important customer group - the "Young at Heart", two of our
regular customers Bob Ralston and Joe Oliver from Aberfoyle carried out the official opening ceremony.. Bob has been fishing the Lake
since the opening year in 1966 and spoke about the changes he had seen over the years at the Lake and what a special place it is and Joe
splashed the whisky. Piper Stewart Marshal gave us half an hour of his great tunes before jumping into a boat with Malcolm Miller and then
later weighing in 6 fish for 20lbs with 7 returned. A total of 454 fish were recorded as being caught by the 32 boats, of which 41 were killed
for a total weight of 97lbs, 4ozs. (5 boats did not mark in). The whole scene was superbly captured by Craig Somerville of Angling Active on
video and Paul Barr with his camera (have a look at our face book page - follow the link https://www.facebook.com/menteithfisheries ).Some
boats did very well in the calm morning on buzzers, whilst others faired better with lures when the wind got up. Best areas on opening day
were the Butts and Hotel Bay but catches were well spread. A midge tip line worked well untill the wind arrived in the afternoon. The most
notable point of the day was the large number of overwintered large (6-9lbs) fish in the catches. These fish were stocked at the end of
October and have indeed proved to be cormorant proof - as evidence by the large number in the catches. To finish off the day a hog roast
and refreshments were served.
Overturned Boat - Sunday 19th
The weather went downhill quickly with two very windy days then one of snow and we had an overturned boat. The details of the event are
now described. Gust of around 30km per hour from the weston Sunday 19th, encountered a boat travelling broadside on to the road shore.
The boat was nose heavy with an large angler sitting above the bow seat on a very heavy plank with strap on seat. The boat was travelling at
full throttle on a 4hp engine and large amounts of water came in over the bow. The angler sitting at the front was facing malling and his seat
was off centre. The large amount of water destabilised the boat which turned upside down (leeside went under first) . The man on the
outboard's lifejacket was lying in the boat and he held on to the boat which was lying almost level with the surface due to the bouyancy tanks
- whilst shouting for help. The man in the bow who was wearing a life jacket was able to cling to his tackle whilst awaiting rescue - which was
luckily near at hand (water temperature 4.5C).
The mistakes
1. Failure of angler to be wearing the lifejacket despite instruction.
2. Failure to slow down or change direction sufficiently to prevent dangerous amounts of water coming into the boat.
3.Failure of man in bow to reposition to middle seat to prevent waves breaking over the front and also failure of bowman to lower centre of
gravity and to centre himself in the middle of the boat when it became unstable.
Calmer weather this week, coupled with a 3 degree increase in water temperature was coincidental with some good fishing – and even better
when the cloud cover arrived after 3 days of sunshine. Top spots over the weekend was in the shallower water south of Kate’s brae over to
the Butts but as yesterday the best catches have been in the sheltered north eastern drifts of Hotel bay and Reedy Point. Buzzers and
pulling lures has produced the goods and there has been some very good bags with upwards of 40 fish to quite a few boats – with many (no
exaggeration) 5lb plus overwintered specimens (as to be expected there was the odd boat which didn’t find the fish). Damsels, boobies and
blobs have all been mentioned as well as black buzzers and dries. One boat reported 5 fish of over 5lb from the dog isle area today. Two
boats this week have reported they have had their best ever days on the Lake. 612 fish were stocked today amidst a good rise – all round
the Lake. Below Gary Hamilton (left) and Jim Twaddle with examples of bigger fish.
Those that purchase permits at the Lake must now sign a declaration that they are aware that lifejackets must be worn and that
those they are buying permits for are aware of this and have also read the angler risk assessment.

The spring editions of the many angling magazines are full of tips on what you should be doing to tempt the wary trout. Trouble is if you read
two or three articles, then information overload sets in and you find yourself taking the advice of these ‘experts’ and trying out unfamiliar
techniques which you don’t really believe and with disappointing results to follow. Best to stick to the methods you know will work and cast
with confidence.
Mike Frost did just that, using his Hot Head Damsels and fifteen nice fish fell for the Damsel’s blandishments. Neil Summers also had a great
day using Small Bugs and Hare’s Ears he brought thirteen to the net. Ernie MacKay used the ever reliable Cats Whisker to tempt seven and
Ewen Reid that other favourite the Yellow Dancer to entice eight fish all between two and a half and four pounds. Other established
favourites -Nomads, WSW’s and P.T.N’s– continued to be successful.
Everything now equal at Lochter
With the vernal equinox of last week heralding in equal amounts of day and night it seemed to finally announce the arrival of Spring, and we
were certainly treated to unseasonally but welcome hot and bright weather.
These conditions are not usually ideal, but for once it didn’t seem to put the fish ‘off the take’:- the result being there was a considerable list
of double digit returns recorded in the book.
Those fortunate fishers included Paul Sharp who skillfully used a team of buzzers to bring 21 fish to the net. Likewise Graham Duthie had 21
fish using various lures and noted in returns book:- ‘As long as they are black.
Les Mess from Ellon had 18 fish using the new Chammois fly, while A Greig had a great day using damsels to account for 17 fish. Stuart Sim
from Ellon had a good haul of 15 fish, all on buzzers and M Moodie took 14 fish, all on a green lure.
Mike Frost true to his name kept a cool head in the heat and landed 12 on the apply named hothead lures which were of various colours and
A Greig did well using various damsels to account for 11 fish.
With the clocks having gone forward we are now open from 8am to dusk so why not take advantage of the excellent evening conditions that
often arise.
Finally a reminder to anglers that The Spring Singles event is scheduled for Sunday 2nd of April. Please contact that fishery on 01651
872787 or 872000 to enter.
Tel: 01651 872787
Email: info@lochter.co.uk

ANGLING PRESS SERVICES
JIM BOYD - angling journalist/photographer
20 KELVIN DRIVE, KIRKINTILLOCH, GLASGOW G66 1BS
TELEPHONE/FAX 0141 776 2920
MOBILE 07433 586867
Email. jimboyd37@live.co.uk
Although now pretty well retired from the front line of the angling media of which he had huge experience Jim still distributes
fishery reports on a weekly basis on behalf of a number of the most prestigious small Scottish fisheries and for the past thirty
years has written the angling column for the Sunday Post.'
FRANDY (Glendevon). On the individual front Messrs. Pozzi & Page from Glenrothes had 5 fish for 10lbs 4oz, Mark Sturrock, (Cairneyhill)
ad Stuart Strachan (Kilmarnock) 3 for 6lbs 12oz, Jim Donnelly, Tullibody, 2 for 4lbs 4oz and released 3 and Bobby Paterson from St. Ninians
caught and released 4. Mark Paterson from Stirling 5 on C/R, Raymond Pirrie, Tullibody, 14 C/R, Ben McGovern, Sauchie, 3 on C/R and
Andy Hunter from Alloa C/A 4.
The Bridge of Allan 76 C kept 14 fish for 30lbs and the Paisley Patters had 4 weighing in at 8lbs.
The best fishing area continues to be from the stat of the Dogleg to the Dam Wall on the south shore.

http://www.orchillloch.com/
On Saturday, the Four Waders Club from Edinburgh caught 16 fish for 45lbs 8oz with Tom Wight taking the heaviest bag of 4 fish for 14 lbs.
The Falcon Club had 24 fish for 59 lbs with H McKintrie having 4 fish for 8lbs. Also doing well was Jim Linton from Moodiesburn with 4 fish
for 12lbs, William Docherty, Tillicoultry, 2 for 6bs 8oz on a Cat, Joe Thain, Callander, 3 for 11lbs on a White Zonker, Jim Livingstone,
Cumbernauld, 4 for 12lbs on a Yellow Dancer and Henry Laurence from Glasgow took 2 for 7lbs on Cat. S Craig from Livingston had 3 for
10lbs on a Gold Buzzer, Jim McNeish, Bishopton, 4 for 13lbs on a Diawl Bach, C McNeish, Bishopton, 4 for 10lbs on a Damsel, Richard
Dysart, Alloa, 2 for 12lbs on a Damsel and Jim Vann from Stirling caught 3 for 10lbson Buzzers. Bob Noble from Crieff took 2 fish for 13lbs
4oz on a Black Cat.

http://www.swanswater-fishery.co.uk/index.html
A crazy week’s weather saw every condition possible, from cold, windy days with heavy rain showers at the start of the week, frosty
mornings coupled with driving snow during the middle of the week and beautiful calm sunny warm days over the weekend. The water
temperature began the week at 8 degrees before plummeting back down to 4 degrees with the cold frosty night’s midweek, leading to the
fish taking their time to adjust to the changes and anglers were finding it difficult to locate feeding fish in the mornings. Once temperatures
began to rise fish were feeding more freely and some were taken on wets and nymphs, including Diawl Bach and Kate McLaren, however
most were taking a variety of lures including Cat, Dancer and Ally McCoist. The island remained the most productive area throughout the
week, with the far bay and bridge areas holding a large number of Browns. Most fish were feeding around 3 feet down with several being
tempted to the surface by dry flies. Lots of fish have been seen feeding on the surface, many of which are our fantastic Brown Trout, which
are now featuring in the catch returns including many at 3lb plus! With the clocks changing and the hopefully nicer weather the fishery will
now be open till 8 pm.
Tam Baillie, Kincardine, 4 for 13lb 4oz including a 7lb Rainbow, Danny Doherty, Denny, 5 for 12lb 12oz including a 3lb Brown, Frank Barr,
Falkirk, 5 for 11lb 8oz, Les Cooper, Dunblane, 2 Browns for 6lb and Alan Whitton, Stirling, 4 for 10lb plus 2 caught and released. Donald
McMurchy, Fallin, 4 for 9lb 12oz including a 3lb 2oz Brown, Jack Lever, Glasgow, 4 for 9lb 12oz plus 2 Browns returned, Kyle Crossan,
Stirling, 4 for 9lb 8oz including a Brown, Steven Mullen and son Liam, Pitlochry, 5 for 10 lb 8oz from the small ponds and George Dobbie,
Glasgow, 2 for 5lb 8oz including a Brown. John Mackie caught and released 7 and Steven Murphy, Glasgow, caught and released 21.

PACKINGTON TROUT FISHERY
TELEPHONE NUMBER: 01676 522754
FISHING REPORT

Last week 51 rods caught 350 fish for an average of 6.86 fish per rod
Cocks Close and Park Meadow have been in excellent form this week with lots of fish in the 3 – 4lb range along with a few larger samples.
The best fish of the week was an 9lb 8oz rainbow caught by Paul Fleeman of Redditch who was fishing from a boat on Cocks Close and took
it on a white and green Montana Nymph. Harold Pritchett of Atherstone fished the Park Meadow pool from a boat and caught and returned
15 fish to 9lb which all came to Damsels fished on a floating line. Dave Bratby of Birmingham had an 8lb fish from the bank of Cocks Close
which fell to a small Buzzer fished on a floating line. James Gillies of Alcester caught a five fish limit including a fish of 7lb 8oz and released
a further five fish from the bank of Cocks Close and Park Meadow pools and these came to a black Buzzer fished on a floating line. John
Taylor of Birmingham caught seven fish to 4lb from the bank of Cocks Close and these all came to Cats Whiskers fished on an intermediate
line.
The best areas have been the road bank and the old boat jetty on Cocks Close and the middle water on Park Meadow.
Best patterns are black Buzzer, GRHE, Cats Whisker, Diawl Bach, Gold Head Damsel and Bloodworm.
This year marks a milestone for the fishery as it is the 50th Anniversary of trout fishing at Cocks Close. In 1967 ‘put and take’ fisheries were
rare and it was Tony Chattaway who was the brainchild behind creating the Trout Fishery. In the early days there were a few day ticket
waters around and anglers flocked to the new venture (Packington even held the rainbow trout record for a short while with an 8lb 7oz fish
from the Burnet Iron pool which opened in 1966). Over the years various changes have come and mainly to the limits and up until 1984
there was no limit and anglers caught and took up to 60 fish at a time. As trout prices rose this was unsustainable and limits were introduced
starting with 15 down to where we are today.
In the 1980s’ trout fishing boomed and it seemed that every available bit of water was becoming a stocked fishery but most have fallen by
the wayside now. The biggest impact on rods numbers was that the Environment Agency changed the close season for coarse fishing and
anglers that fished for trout between March and June were lost to us. Rods numbers were cut by 50% in one go. The highest number of
rods in a season was 14,000 across the whole of the Trout Fishery. We are now lucky to get 3,00 albeit on a smaller scale fishery with on
Cocks Close and Park Meadow now trout pools.
To celebrate the 50th Anniversary on Saturday 18th March we are offering trout tickets at £10.00 for a five fish ticket with boats available free
to the first anglers that book them. This will be limited to 30 anglers so booking is a priority and you can book on 01676 522754 or via email
at penny@packingtonestate.co.uk
Memberships are available to fish both pools at very reasonable rates. Please contact the lodge for further details.
FURTHER DETAILS AND BOOKINGS, PLEASE RING 01676 522754 or CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE, www.packingtonestate.co.uk

Moorhen Trout Fishery

Easter Monday Fly Fishing Competition
1st Prize - Greys Rod
2nd Prize - £50 Shop Voucher
3rd Prize - £30 Shop Voucher

The competition is on Monday 17th April. Please book early as places are limited. The gates open at 09.00 for a
10.00 start. The competition concludes at 16.00 and Bacon Rolls are included for lunch

£50 per Head (Includes Four Fish Ticket)

www.moorhentroutfishiery.co.uk
Tel - 01730 829460

NEW Fish-Skull® Faux Bucktail™
Tapered synthetic fly tying fibers.
Tie flies of all types and sizes from nymphs to Clousers to T-Bones with Fish-Skull Faux Bucktail, a tapered synthetic multi-use fly tying fiber
designed to imitate typical premium-length natural bucktail.
Fish-Skull Faux Bucktail fibers have the same basic diameter, gentle crinkle, and taper as natural bucktail. In appearance, it looks almost
identical and has the same distinctive bucktail fly or lure action in the water. However, the fibers are not hollow (which helps your fly sink
faster) and will not “flare” in the same way as regular bucktail while tying. This means you will need to tie with slightly different techniques to
achieve the same effect.
Every Faux Bucktail fiber is premium 6” (152 mm) length, giving you more than twice the amount of usable fibers per tail and eliminating the
headache of sorting and searching for ideal strands. Simply peel off the full length of your desired amount of fibers, trim to length, and tie
them in.
The fibers can be used in a wide range of fly or lure types.







Trout flies: Beautiful tapered wrapped “quill” bodies, nymph wing cases, Mayfly tails and legs.
Streamers: From tying typical Clouser Minnows or Deceivers right up to large, “bite-proof” Pike, Musky or Golden Dorado flies.
Poppers: Tie simple and durable tails on foam poppers
Bucktail Jigs: Tougher, longer lasting fresh and saltwater bucktail jigs.
Musky Bucktail Lures or dressed trebles.

More useable fiber than natural bucktail.
Every fiber in the Faux Bucktail pack is useable! You will find that Faux Bucktail has approximately 2-3 times the amount of useable fiber per
pack than a typical natural bucktail.
Consistent length.
Unlike natural bucktail, every Faux Bucktail fiber is of premium length (6 inches / 152 mm), eliminating the need to sort and search for ideal
length strands and having to discard short hairs and under fibers that are unusable.
Ease of use.
Each Faux Bucktail bundle of fibers is glued together at the base making it easy and convenient to work with. Simply peel off the full length of
your desired amount of fibers, trim to desired length, and tie them in. All the fibers are already “pre-stacked,” but like natural bucktail a clump
of fibers can be easily pulled and teased out to create a nice tapered tail, wing or body on your fly or lure.
Permanent color and sheen.
Faux Bucktail is available in 12 vibrant, consistent colors that will not bleed onto your hands while tying or fade from constant fishing. The
fibers also have a semi-translucent sheen to them in the water which looks great!
Tough & durable.
Designed to hold up to the toothy rigors of big-game fishing (“bite-proof”), Faux Bucktail fibers bond with super glue or other adhesives better
than natural fibers, which secures eyes, thread wraps and other materials firmly in place and increases the lifespan of your flies or lures.
Blends well with other materials.
One of the real strengths is that Faux Bucktail is that it blends and combines very well with both natural bucktail and other synthetic/nonsynthetic fly tying materials. For example, it helps fly tyers to get more use out of their natural bucktails by providing an easy source of longer
fibers that can be combined with the shorter fibers often not fully utilized on a natural bucktail.
Sheds water.
Keep your flies light and easy to cast all day. No more waterlogged flies or lures.
Sinks faster.
Because the fibers are not hollow, Faux Bucktail is not as buoyant as natural bucktail and will sink down into the water column faster. This is
usually an advantage.

No smell.
Unlike natural bucktail, Faux Bucktail will make the fish you are targeting (and your spouse) much, much happier!
Performance advantage.
Faux Bucktail has a distinct performance advantage over other synthetic fibers on the market because it is tapered, enabling the fibers to
move more naturally in the water like real animal fur. To explain, normal synthetic fibers are not tapered, which means the diameter of each
fiber is exactly the same thickness from one end to the other. This creates a consistent stiffness along the full length of the fiber which does
not allow the energy generated from the front of the fly or lure (as it moves through the water) to accelerate along the full length of the fiber to
the back in the same way that a tapered fiber does. To illustrate this concept, think of how much easier it is to crack a whip than it is to crack
a length of rope! In summary, a tapered fiber will give your fly or lure better action.
Note: Faux Bucktail cuts easily, but like most other synthetic materials can be hard on your nice scissors. Use serrated heavy duty scissors
designed for synthetics (or an old pair you don’t mind abusing).
Like most synthetic fibers, Faux Bucktail is quite slippery and your thread may tend to slip (especially when wrapping a thread head). This
can be frustrating, but some small adjustments to your tying technique can make this easier.
i. Use a strong thread (like Veravas 210 denier) and simply spin your bobbin multiple times while suspended from the fly in order to twist your
tying thread into a tight “rope”. This gives the thread a nice rough texture which helps bite down and grip into the material.
ii. Put a drop of super glue (like Loctite Gel) on the base before making your first thread wrap. This immediately helps the thread to grab hold
and stop slipping forward.
iii. Tie a small “thread ball” about an 1/8” in front of the tie-in point. This creates a small “valley” between the tie-in point and the thread ball to
give the Faux Bucktail a place to fold down/sink into when you make your first wraps and overcomes the tendency of the thread to slip
forwards.

See Blane Chocklett's instructional videos for a more in-depth explanation.
To learn more, read this article by Martin Bawden:
Inside Look: Designing Fish-Skull Faux Bucktail.

3 Reasons You're Not Catching Bass
It’s no secret fly fishing started as a trout
fishing sport.
Over the decades it's spread into several other
arenas of fishing: saltwater, warm-water, carp…
just about anything that swims.
But suffice it to say, even here in the
Southwestern United States where the only cold
running water within a 3-hour drive comes from a
faucet, the trout is still the king of the fly rod world.
However, cold-water trips are far and few
between unless you happen to be gifted with
unlimited vacation time and free gas. So, being
blessed with fishable year-round weather, it is
inevitable that even the most die-hard trout purist
will eventually try their skills at fly fishing for bass.
Most cold-water veterans go into it with the
attitude that this much less sophisticated fish
requires much less effort to trick than their cold
water cousins, and most are quite surprised when
they get stumped time and again by these
neanderthals of the fly fishing world.
I’m not here to convince you bass are smarter or
harder to catch than trout – they’re not. But if you
want to show up at the bass lake and be able to
leave with your dignity in tact, you need to change
up your game.
Here are 3 of the most common reasons you
might not be catching as many bass as you could
be.
1. Your flies are too small.
Mike Smith of New River Fly Fishing caught this
smallmouth bass on a Jackknife streamer. These fish are
aggressive.
The first dead giveaway when a newbie comes into the
bass world from the trout sector is their flybox.
If you brought your trout box onto the bass boat, your flies
are too small.
Those conehead number 4 woolly buggers may seem to
be big on whatever stream you just came from, but if
you’re going to dedicate serious effort to chasing a truly
huge largemouth, you need to scale it up. They’re called
largemouth for a reason and even an average sized bass
can gulp down the biggest articulated trout streamer you
have without even batting a fin.
It's difficult to have over-sized flies with such an aggressive
predator. Tournament bass guys catch 10” bass on a 8”
baits all the time.
I routinely fish patterns in the 4-6” range as my general all-purpose size and this is where I think the strike to cast ratio is the best. I will fish
shad and bluegill patterns in the 2-4” range when the bite is on and this accounts for a lot of action, but I never fish anything smaller.
When you get into the 8” size range and above, this is the trophy range. This size is generally for that ten-pounder you know is hanging out
under that secret ledge somewhere and you need to smoke him out. Although the strike ratio goes way down, the fish you do catch are
usually Instagram worthy.
If you need to expand your mind about fly size, go take a look at some of the giant swim baits and the size of the bass they pull in. Some of
these behemoth baits are a full 14” long. That will help adjust your thinking a little when you think that 5” streamer is too big.

2. You’re still thinking like a trout.

Blane Chocklett with a fatty caught on a Surface Seducer Double Barrel popper.
I’ve seen some truly expert still-water trout guys get completely baffled during an all out feed frenzy simply because they’re not fishing the
water correctly.
Bass are a completely different species than the trout we've all studied so religiously and to put it simply, they act almost nothing like trout.
Think structure.
Bass are ambush predators and if your fly isn't near something big enough to hide behind, its going to be a long day.
Bass hold near structure almost all the time. They are rarely caught in open water unless its the dead of winter when they follow the shad
schools out into the main lake areas. But the rest of the year, they cling to structure, any structure: weeds, trees, sunken UFOs, anything
they can find to stage up on, under, or behind.
If there isn’t any structure available, they hug the bottom.
So to put it simply, you need to be getting your fly in and around obstacles or near the bottom. Get your flies into the areas where the fish are
holding and keep them there.
These same rules apply for surface action. Topwater usually means keeping tight to the shore and weed lines most of the time but fishing
over shallow rocky points and rock piles will be worth the time. Again, the structure is the key.
Casting accuracy becomes critical here to stay out of the weeds and trees and fly robbing brush. You might be an expert tossing small dries
to a tight lie on a stream with your super exquisite 4-wt, but slamming down a soggy wet mouse pattern within an inch of a brush pile with an
extra fast 7-wt and a nice mini-hurricane-like breeze in your face all day is more of an art than you would think.
3. Your gear is all wrong
If you’re a full-time trout guy who's just starting to get
into the bass game, I hate to break it to you, but you
need new gear. I know we’re all just waiting for an
excuse to go shopping for new equipment, and this
is it.
When you show up at the dock with your 6-wt
“streamer” rod all set up with a floating line thinking
your going to do some damage, you’re going to have
a bit of a surprise.
You’ll find that a 5-6 wt rod will have hard time
accurately placing even a modest-sized bass bug. If
you want to do it right, a 7 or even 8-wt is almost
mandatory, along with a solid reel to go along with it.
As a general rule I fish 7-wts almost exclusively.
Fast or medium action, whichever you prefer, just
make sure rods are strong enough to stop a small
beast.

Reels should have solid drags. Think saltwater. They don't need to be sealed for saltwater use, but need to be plenty strong. Bass don’t
make long runs like saltwater fish, but they are tough to move away from obstructions and will hang you up quick if you don’t move them fast.
Add ten pounds of weed bed salad to your line and you can see what you’re up against. I like reels with a large arbor that take up line fast
and that are tough enough to take some abuse of being tossed around the boat.
If you fish from a bass boat, room is not an issue. I have rigs for every different set up I plan to use and can fish from top to bottom without
changing spools or setups, which means have anywhere from three to seven fully rigged rods lying on the deck. When I float tube it, I use
two rods minimum. One rigged for a floating line and one with a mid depth sink tip. If there’s no top water action I switch the floating line out
and choose and intermediate sink tip and a mid or deep sinking rig. This can cover the majority of situations you encounter in a day.
A word about lines.
Lines are probably the most important part of the setup.
There are line tapers for every type of fishing nowadays. I take full advantage of the spectrum and have lines that are intermediate sink tips
from 1-2 ips, all the way to full sinking Deep 6 lines.
Neutral buoyancy on your flies are usually the goal and this means the line has the job of getting the fly to the right depth and keeping it
suspended there. This means you need to match your line to the fly and style of retrieve. It may sound complicated and technical but its just
a matter of experimentation. An intermediate sink tip and a medium sink rate lines will cover most of your needs. Add a fast sinking full sink
line for direct bottom bouncing and you’re all set. You only need one floating line with a heavy weight forward or “bass” taper to do all your
topwater fishing.
Now get out there!
Fly rodding for bass, like all fly fishing, an be as complicated or as simple as you wish. Just a few adjustments to your approach, gear and
especially mindset can make all the difference in the world.
Fly rod bassing is a great game to play, but be careful, once you get it figured out, what was once an “alternate species” might become your
main passion.
About Dave Parsons:
Dave grew up in the desert southwest and started tying flies at the
age of 9. He owned his first fly rod at age 11. By the time he was
out of high school he had abandoned all conventional fishing gear
and hasn’t looked back. Almost entirely self taught, he began
designing and developing his own fly patterns almost from the start.
Using materials gathered from various farm animals and household
pets, most of his designs were concentrated on the warm-water
species of bass and bluegills with an occasional trip to the back
country for trout and smallmouth.
As it happens so many times, a hobby turns in to a passion, and
that passion accidentally becomes a business. Dave has been
selling custom flies as a small private business for almost 20 years.
He started out selling his own designs on the side but is now a
signature tyer for Spirit Rivers, Inc. Most of his pattern development
nowadays is concentrated towards warm water patterns but also
ties trout patterns of all varieties. You can find his website and
unique patterns at www.theeyeofthefly.com.
Dave now spends most of his time on his home waters near
Phoenix but also travels every year through the Rocky Mountain
states of Idaho, Utah, Montana and Colorado.

http://salmonconservation.ca/en/
Every March, our Board of Directors meets to review the several project funding recommendations provided by our six expert advisory
committees. It’s been a busy period for staff and the advisory committees, each of which has carefully read and scored each of the nearly
100 proposals we received for 2017. The ASCF follows a collegial, yet rigorous, assessment and scoring method similar to that used by
many post-secondary education funding entities. It’s a process that works quite well, and has resulted in hundreds of great projects yielding
excellent conservation results.
2017 is a banner year for our Foundation. It’s our 10th year of operation and our recipient groups will certainly be rolling-out more, very solid
conservation projects. We will publish a full list of all the projects in late March, following our Board of Directors meeting, so please check our
website: www.ascf-fcsa.ca
The March volunteer of the month is Brian Dempson whom we are fortunate to have as a member of both our Newfoundland & Labrador
Committee and our Scientific Advisory Committee. Brian is a recently retired Scientist Emeritus with DFO, and far too valuable for salmon
conservation to let slip off into retirement. We are delighted that he is willing to lend his expertise to helping guide our conservation and
applied research priorities along with some of the world’s foremost wild Atlantic salmon experts on both advisory committees.
This month we are also recognizing the outstanding conservation work of the Miramichi River Environmental Assessment Committee
(MREAC). Their 2016 project, “Implementing the Bartibogue River Recreational Fishing Management Plan” was carried-out in partnership
with the Bartibogue Fish and Game Association. This joint effort centered on developing a plan to guide future conservation priorities for
brook trout and for fall-run Atlantic salmon in this productive Miramichi River sub-watershed.

Stephen Chase
Executive Director

Our Sponsors

STREAM SIDE NOTES
Glenn Pontier
As I write this, we are days away from the opening day of Trout Fishing Season in New York State,
and everyone here at the center is working hard to get ready. We’re moving the gift shop tables
around to accommodate the demand for Agnes’ soups; mailing out packages from the book sale;
finishing up the painting and printing for our new traveling library exhibit on fly fishing; washing
dishes in anticipation of the Catskill Legends Dinner; and waiting for the snow to melt so we can put
in the solar lights for nighttime programs. That’s just one day’s activities. Wait till you hear about
tomorrow.
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
We’re well into our annual membership drive and well over half our numbers have renewed for 2017 bringing us over 500 members. Having
said that, I will confess that it is not enough to sustain the organization. So please get those renewals in now that trout season is opening on
April 1. Even better, introduce someone you know to fly fishing in general and to the CFFCM in particular. The theme of this year’s opening
day is “Fly Fishing is for Everyone” with an effort to welcome newcomers to the sport. I’ve been giving new memberships to my kids (great
holiday and birthday presents), and I’ll bet you know just the person whose life would be enriched if they were a member.
Having said this, let me take the time to thank some new and returning members:
Helen Coyle Bergstein, David Crosson,
Jennifer Grimes, Hyun Kounne, John Letsche, Edward Matuizek, Thomas Rice, Richard Schwalb and William Strugatz.
Thank you for becoming part of our organization (many would say family).
GRANT APPLICATIONS
Last week I submitted an application to Sullivan Renaissance for an Environmental Beautification project to do five things at the center:
restore the walkway landscaping originally installed by Mary Fried; replace foundation plantings along the side of the museum; replant the
entrance sign garden on Old Route 17; provide canopy and bank stabilization plantings along the Wulff Run section of Willowemoc Creek;
and restore the field and pond through mowing and cutting for knotweed eradication.
We should know by the middle of April, but assuming we get the grant, CFFCM could use some volunteers at work days in May, June and
July.
Plenty of planting, weeding and pruning to be done. Join us when you’re not wetting a line.
CASTABOUT
MAILINGS
The March issue of Castabout was mailed from Liberty, NY on Friday, February 24. Like many folks, I got my copy in Barryville, NY in early
March, but some people didn’t receive it until after the March Madness Book Sale started on March 12. The Post Office generally does a
good job, but apparently some local offices aren’t quite as responsive. If you would prefer to get Castabout emailed the same day it is
dropped off at the Post Office, please call the office at 845 439 4810.
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could have an advert on this page from only £20 for an advert
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Mystic Fly Rods
www.mysticoutdoors.com/
All Mystic rods start with top-quality high-modulus blanks. Our tapers and materials are our signature of
excellence. Our formulation and design give careful consideration to those requirements essential to a
great casting, fishing, and fish-fighting rod. Our rod components are unmatched. Most Mystic???s reel
seats are constructed with double locking rings, which contain a nylon bushing to properly secure your
prized reel. Our reel seat is constructed of aircraft-grade aluminum, one of the lightest, strongest and
corrosion resistant metals available.
The guides on all Mystic rods are constructed of a solid titanium-alloy frame, which are 65% lighter
than stainless steel. Our guides are 100% corrosion proof to withstand all environmental conditions.
We use a quad leg designed stripper guide, which provides greater lateral stability and diamond
polished nanolite ceramic rings to reduce friction.
The snake guides and tip top are made of light wire stainless steel and hard chrome coated. Mystic
uses super high-grade cork, which has the highest degree of cork density available. Our cork has
minimal voids and pits reducing long-term deterioration, standing the test of time of your lifetime
investment.
A warranty that is a commitment to you! We know you just want to go fishing, but even the best rods
can break so purchasing a rod has an exceptional lifetime warranty is important. Our warranty is
lifetime, no-questions-asked and hassle-free

New Zealand Travel Brokers
www.nztravelbrokers.co.nz/
NZ Travel Brokers, a broker-centric company, is capitalizing on what is the New Zealand
travel industry???s strongest developing sector. Travel Broking, whilst not a new concept is
now widely recognized as having significant benefits for both the client and broker alike.
Our team are self-employed Travel Brokers located throughout New Zealand. They are
passionate, self-motivated individuals providing a professional travel service - many from
their home offices and at hours and at venues that suit their wide base of clientele. Not
restricted to the bricks and mortar of a traditional travel agency they are able to fulfil their
client’s needs 24/7.

Bauer Fly Reels
www.bauerflyreels.com/
All Bauer reels are precision machined 100% aerospace bar stock aluminum and stainless
steel construction for maximum strength and corrosion protection. Sealed precision stainless
steel ball bearings are used, with no plastic parts or bushings. The large arbor spools have an
exposed palming rim for additional control and a quick release mechanism.

Phoenix Fly Lines
www.phoenixlines.com/

We are a small specialist company, established for over 30 years, making natural silk fly
fishing lines. We have a long established reputation for making the best silk fly lines in the
world. All our lines are individually produced and lovingly handcrafted to maintain our
reputation for their superior quality and performance. A Phoenix Silk Line is a precision built fly
line made of the finest quality pure Chinese silk with tapers built-in by braiding.

Fly Tying Furniture
www.flytyingfurniture.com/
Tv Tyr is the most functional, affordable piece of flytying furniture on the market. Designed by a
flytyer, it has been meeting the needs of tyers worldwide for over 10 years. Every Tv Tyr is
handcrafted, numbered, dated, signed, and it can be finished to match any decor.
Tie anywhere with everything at your fingertips; no setup or teardown. Now available in the
newly designed rolltop (3 sizes) and the original model (3 sizes). Each unit includes the tool
holder, spool holder, lazy susan, and open top tray. Customizing can be done usually with no
charge or a nominal fee. If you have ideas or needs that you would like to inquire about, call
George.
Fly Fishing Fine Art
www.dianemichelin.com/
Welcome to Fly Fishing Fine Art, including original paintings, limited edition prints and
commissions in fly fishing and angling themes, by Canadian watercolour artist Diane Michelin.
Diane is anxious to capture the essence of fly fishing and record those memories that bring us
back to the river. Her art is currently on display in museums, fly shops, lodges and private
collections. Browse through the gallery, and contact Diane Michelin directly to discuss your
purchase of fly fishing fine art.

The Essential Fly
www.theessentialfly.com/
The Essential Fly has been established to provide for the fly fisherman's needs including a large
range of salmon & trout fishing flies. O For the fly tier we stock Semperfli, Veniard, Marc
Petitjean vices, tying tools & a huge range of fly tying materials.
Established over 7 years we have thousands of satisfied customers in over 50 countries. Check
their independent reviews of our service, flies and tackle.

Ioaus
www.iolaus.biz
Tailor-made - Just for you - Fly Fishing Africa? We provide customised packages to Africa's
best fisheries and operate trips in Kenya, Ethiopia, Uganda, Sudan and Tanzania. We organise
everything so you can sit back and relax and enjoy your fishing holiday; every package includes
food & board, vehicles, permits, park fees and one of our professional fishing guides (and
usually a wildlife safari, we tend to fish in national parks). Our favourite spots are; fly fishing for
Nile perch in Lake Turkana or at Murchison Falls in Uganda. Catching big trout in the Bale
Mountains of Ethiopia or dry fly fishing for brownies on the Aberdares in Kenya with elephants
and other game. And of course, we can't help but love chasing :marlin & sailfish (on fly if we
can) or getting lost in the mangroves and flats of north Kenya's archipelago hunting for GT's
and the like.

Pavati Marine
www.pavatimarine.com/
Welcome to Pavati Marine; the leading manufacturer of aluminium drift boats.
We know your passion for fishing, because it's the same passion that drives us to work every
day. And your family may think you’re crazy, but we know why you wake up before dawn to get
on the river. We know why, because we do it too. Some people may not understand what makes
a fisherman tick, but we do, because we’re fishermen. That’s why, when it comes to boats, we
design and build our own because other boat makers don’t get it. Maybe that’s what makes
Pavati the most trusted and coveted drift boat on the water.

Location of all Fisheries, Rivers, Lakes and
lochs within Britain and Ireland with relevant
information and contact details for each
area.
Paperback Price: $20.04

100 delicious trout and salmon recipes for
the discerning fly fisherman/woman
Paperback Price $21.26
Available from Lulu.com

Available from Lulu.com

Ideal fly fishing book for beginners giving
advice on all aspects of fly fishing.
Fly fishing advice in laymen’s terms so that
the beginner can understand the book and
advice
Paperback Price $20.60
Available from Lulu.com

75 delicious venison recipes to temp the
most delicate taste buds

Cooking game birds, quail, duck, pigeon
and goose

How to smoke fish, beef, game and poultry
at home using a home smoker

Paperback Price $21.27

Paperback Price $22.47

Paperback Price $19.77

Available from Lulu.com

Available from Lulu.com

Available from Lulu.com

Find a Scottish Fishery – Quick Links
Alandale Tarn Fishery
Gavieside, West Calder, West Lothian.
Scotland. EH55 8PT.
Tel:01506 873073
allandaletarnfisheries@gmail.com
Burnhouse Fishery
Burnhouse Farm Bonnybridge, FK4 2HH
Tel: Gary: 07889 603160 / 07742
755737
Frandy Fishery
Glendevon, Dollar, FK14 7JZ
Tel: 01259 781352

Forbes of Kingennie
Forbes of Kingennie Kingennie Broughty
Ferry Dundee DD5 3RD
Tel: 01382 350777
fishing@forbesofkingennie.com

Loch Fad Fishery
Loch Fad Isle of Bute PA20 9PA
Tel : 01700 504871 Mob: 07712 534511

Markle Fisheries
Markle Fisheries, Markle, East Linton,
East Lothian. EH40 3EB
Tel: 01620 861213

Newmill Trout Fishery
Newmill Fishing Ltd. Cleghorn Lanark
South Lanarkshire ML11 7SL
Tel: 01555870730

Stoneyfield Loch Fishery
Stoneyfield House Newmore
Invergordon IV18 0PG
Tel: 01349 852632

Woodburn Fishery
Antemony Road Milton of Campsie Glasgow
G66 8AB
Tel: 01360 313086 or Mbl: 078 8875 8709

Bangour Trout Fishery
Bangour Reservoir Near Dechmont West
Lothian EH52 6GU
Tel:01506 811 335 Mobile: 07711384308
info@bangourtroutfishery.com
Burns Trout Fishery
Tarbolton Loch, KA5 5LY
Tel: 07527405715

Golden Loch
Berryhill Farm, Newburgh, Cupar, Fife
KY14 6HZ
Tel: 01337 840355

Lake of Menteith
Lake of Menteith Fisheries,
Port of Menteith, FK8 3RA.
Bookings Tel: 01877 385664
Manager 07710 433464 or Bailiff
07752128489.

Lochmill Fishery
Antermony Road, Glasgow, G66 8AD,
Glasgow City
0141 776 1903 or 07803 171402

Morton Fishery
Morton Road Mid Calder Livingston
EH53 0JT
Tel: 01506 883295 Mbl: 07592 577652

Orchill Loch Trout Fishery
South Lodge, Orchill, Braco, Dunblane,
FK15 9LF
Tel: 01764 682287

Swanswater Fishery
Sauchieburn, Stirling FK7 9QB
Tel : 01786 814805

Bowden Springs
Carribber Reservoir Linlithgow West
Lothian EH49 6QE
Tel: 01506 847269 /07824 332368
enquiries@bowdensprings.co.uk
Carron Valley Fishery
Fishing Lodge, Carron Valley, nr
Denny, Stirlingshire FK6 5JL
Tel: 01324 823698
Inverawe Fishery
Inverawe Fisheries & Country Park,
Taynuilt, Argyll PA35 1HU
Tel: 01866 822 808 (Easter –
December) or 01866 822 777
(January – Easter)
Ledyatt Loch
Ledyatt Loch Trout Fishery Ledyatt
Loch Coupar Angus Road Lundie By
Dundee DD2 5PD
Tel: 07530 592724 or 07891 896848

Lochore Meadows
Lochore Meadows Country Park
Crosshill, Lochgelly Fife KY5 8BA
Tel: 01592 860086

New Haylie Fishery
The Haylie Brae, Dalry Road, Largs
KA30 8JA
Tel: 01475 676 005

Rothiemurchus Estate
Rothiemurchus By Aviemore
Inverness-shire PH22 1QH
Tel: 01479 812345

Whinney Loch Fishery
Whinney Farm, West Loch Road,
Coldingham, Berwickshire, TD14 5QE
Tel: 01890 771838

